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1 . THIS THIRD OF FOUR MESSAGES BEING SENT BY AFAV TO 
PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH STATUS OF PLANNING IN WORKING GROUPS 
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FOR FORTHCOMING ECONOMIC BILATERAL TALKS. THIS MESSAGE 
COVERS MEETING HELD APRIL 12 ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT ONLY. 

2. PARTICIPANTS AT GROUP THREE MEETING ON AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT WERE AFAV, AID/CAWA, AID/RDP. AID/ 
AFR/DR, AND USDA/IDS. GROUP PROPOSED PROVIDING DELEGATION 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS IN FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: PLANNING/ 
MANAGEMENT/EVALUATION (INCLUDING TRAINING) ASSISTANCE 
TO CENTRAL PLANNING UNIT WITHIN MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE: 
DATA BASE DEVELOPMENT: AGRO-BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
(INCLUDING LAND DEVELOPMENT AND IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES): TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATE 
TECHNOLOGY (INCLUDING METHODS OF ADAPTATION): SOIL 
CONSERVATION.IRRIGATION/REFORESTATION: AND POSSIBLY 
INLAND FISHERIES. 

3. GROUP PROPOSED ITINERARY FOR FIELD VISITS ASSUMING 
NIGERIAN DELEGATION PREPARED TO REMAIN IN US FOR 
PERIOD APRIL 24-28. THIS PROGRAM TO INCLUDE ONE DAY 

AT USDA FOR DISCUSSIONS ON APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE USG 
MAY PROVIDE IN AGRICULTURAL PLANNING, DATA BASE DEVELOP- 
MENT, AND PERTINENT MEETINGS WITH AGRO-BUSINESS. IT 
MAY ALSO INCLUDE DISCUSSIONS WITH USFWS RE ASSISTANCE 
TO INLAND FISHERIES SECTOR. SECOND DAY WILL BE VISIT 
TO USDA FACILITY AT BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND FOR OBSERVATION 
OF APPLIED RESEARCH. THIRD DAY WILL BE VISIT TO POULTRY, 
FARMING, AND FISHERY INTERESTS ON EASTERN SHORE OF 
MARYLAND. 

4. SHOULD FULL FMG DELEGATION. OR ONLY AGRICULTURE 
WORKING GROUP MEMBERS, BE WILLING TO REMAIN IN US 
FOR LONGER PERIOD OF TIME THAN NOW ANTICIPATED, 
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USG AGENCIES MORE THAN WILLING TO ARRANGE FOR MORE 
DETAILED AND EXTENSIVE FIELD VISIT PROGRAM THROUGHOUT 
US. APPROPRIATE VISITS TO SOUTHWEST OR LOUISIANA AND 
TEXAS CANNOT BE ACCOMMODATED IN SHORTER SCHEDULE. 

5. GROUP AGREED THAT WITHOUT SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE OF 
FMG DESIRES IN AGRICULTURE, AND UNTIL COMPOSITION OF 
FMG DELEGATION IS KNOWN, PLANNING FOR BOTH SUBSTANTIVE 
TALKS AND FIELD VISITS IS MOST DIFFICULT. 

6. PRIOR TO MEETING AID/RDP, USDA AND AF/W CONFERRED 
WITH IBRD AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS. THESE 
DISCUSSIONS POINTED TO US ASSISTANCE IN UPGRADING 
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE;SPLANNING CAPACITY AS 
A PARTICULARLY PROMISING POSSIBILITY AND ONE THAT 
WOULD BE COMPLIMENTARY TO VERY SUBSTANTIAL ONGOING 
IBRD EFFORT IN AGRICULTURE. TO FACILITATE DISCUSSIONS 
OF SUCH A PROPOSAL IBRD URGED THAT WE SUGGEST 

FMG DELEGATION INCLUDE HIGH LEVEL REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE PLANNING SECTION AND 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING. 
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